IO WOT READ PAGES 4 & 5 ©F THIS FANZINE!! Or rather, do not read the article called "Then"
whigh appears thereon. Of ccurse you cén mt read the rest of it if you Like——see if I
car® {aniff)-—but I specially exhort you not to read that article, No, it's not that it
contains something mind-blasting, samething liable to sear inte your brain amd send your
shatfered rezsonm gibbering into insanity. I leave that sort of thing to G,M.Caxr. No, all
I mean is thai the whole thing is repeated later in a revised fomm on pages 9 & 10, so
yould only be waghting your time.

you sbould have told me before I ren off ihis ster-
' cil, @ you should-——well, you see pages 2 throygh
Yo. October, 1956 FPLTT 8 (note my fluent command of Admerican idiom) wepe
valt Willis, 170 Upper Newtownards | mum off a very long time ago for RPA and I did ex-
Road, Bolfest, Northem Ireland. tra copies for FAPA and put them in a time eapsyle
/ behind the bookease. X didr't actually forget apout

them....I knew for years that there vas sometlhing
else behind the Pockease as well as old dust jackets and dust...tut I forgot thet the
first two pages of my "mewoirs" were among them. So when I sterted an this Fopazine I
stencilled them all over aguin, just for you, you spoiled childrar of foxtune. Then I
found they were already in pi nt for KL, Now, you wuldn't want me to scrap all that
expenpive paper end high elasa mimeographing jush to save you the trouble of not reading
it, would you?

Besides, think of the joy of mming across something in p Fapend ling wiich you con
skip with 2 clear dokdsignoe. Ah, you see, I know your juilty secret] You skip bits of
the Fepa mailingl So do I, and I kmow how you feel deep down...how you toss and turn
during the night in sgonies of guilt and bitter self-reproach, was thot tidtet From Wil-
fred Myers actually a tramsatlantic plane ticket valid for next Sentanber? Was one of
those poems in Higg's faz fantastically obscene? Was there & superbly hilarions misprirt
in Coslet’s bit about Bibles? Well, here at last is something gneronteed zbesolutely one
hundred per cemt skippable. Skip happily, friends.

L've just remd through three mal lings myself in the last month or so, so I spesk vith
feeling. I kmew 1'd read most of them before, but I heppan to be h e sort of momiac who
hates to think he may have missed something-—-if I piak up a magazine in the barberts for
instance I kave to stay behind and finish it, o habit which gets me even moxe peculiar
stares then ny appearance whem I go in—so I had to read through the lot to moke suve. I
am suffering now from slight mental indigestion, but it was worth it to get that panoramic
impresuion of & year of FAPA,

I think that if there are two paple who stick out in my mind more tha others they are
Lamex ond Speer. Zwmer for hig drilliant ads, his lovely little typogrepidicsl tricks, his
quite unique ability to produce a hopdprinted fioz which reads (p ontaneously ond his sheer
sterling worth fo FAPA, And to watch Speer's fine mind dissecting the thought of Gilarr
(nd others) is mwother many splendoured thing, Every time I Tead one of Gem's fmz I feel
the urge to try something like that, but I usvally just go ond toke 2 cold shover. I inow
very well that G0 mould come bedc with somcthing ma infuriatingly outrogeousz that the
frustration of Living to wait thres months fo veply ripht make me hate hew: whereas at the
moment I mist admit that I rather like her {except when she fights ‘oo dirty, as with Jan—
sen and Gould.) I met kher in Chicago (before ale got her hend emight in the clevator door}
end she wes very plessant to talk to....rriendly, inteal ligent and not at all cypinionated.

-

gt il oY If you went to know how this peculiar state of

J) _r] J.‘n JJ J" J‘} .[:: f affairs came to be—and even if you don't, because
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MADELEINE WILLIS

Soon after Bob and Sadie Shaw came to live with us, Sedie decided %o tae up ghodnin-
ton. She and Bob used to snealk up to :the attic vhen there was no one theve foripractice
seselons, uatil one fan night Sadie anmounced that she was ready o play-witit the others.
John volunteered to partner her. Their opponents were James and me.
< - John loves to play:.at the prospect he quivers ecstatically with anticipation, his
movstache crackling electrically. Sedie became worried lest she let him dow- and bhegoed
us to be eagy ofi her. She also pointed out she would nesd a good bak. How,-Jobn has a
vonderful -bat, He made it himself. He.spent weeks looking for éxXtra strong camiboard
for it. andit has a loop of clectrieal flex attached to it for Holding it onmto his
wrisk so that his opponents won't be able to knock it out of his grasp. S o
« Sadie smiled swectly at him and.said "Lend nfé youw bat Johm. "~ - =% :
John, dezed at the coneept ihat pecple eould ask to borwow hid bat, hendod it over
somnzzbulistically, Then, returpinz io his senses, he turrowed in #he heep of bobs
‘vhica James ond I had alveady picked over. He-took the least, flabiy ane.and swished: it
with' o dissatisfied zir, The game begen. . =4 - 23N i
There vas an unuccustoned grimace in John's cxpression, but s conduch vas nommal.
“For servicct™ he shouted, stamping his bagts on the floor, glaneing tc the rigad,
geashing the shutilecodk onto the vall on ‘the left, slappizrg the-talle with hig bat,
end s.outing "UIPLAYABLENI 1" Ve had pleyed with him before so we were compcaysively
unmuvea, James whirled rowmd to fuce the rcbounding smitle, caugh® it on his bat, and
shook i% dovn so-that it would lean againgt his chest while he chot back to the wall
to aveid John's-slegh 2t him, He curled up his lip in o sneer end hefted the shuttle
up in the air. Jush.as he wis uncciling hingelf for o mighty mwash, Sedic said, "Just
& mimiie, I mist. toke off my* cardigan.” Janes shuddered to = stop, swhying slightly,
a study in arrested motion. Sedie said brightly, "Ready now." I .thirk Jancs wmay have
beant put off e little, He misthi¥, and the shuttlecock it me on the bogk of the neck
as 1 voa leaning over.the-table poking John in the ribg with =y bat to keey nim at 2
distence. L looked round at him-and he apologised, tut we had lost and the others were
to have Tfirst service, . ¥ e —
0-0 Jotin hended the ghuttle to Sadie with = courtly bow and she gerved. It sam'i 2 very
hard scrvicc and T vaited confidenlly for it to come off the well, Iastecd it siither-
1-0  ed down the woll like a snake, I couldn't get to it in time and we losh the voint.
"wonderful service," Sadie," breathed Joim. Her next éne angled wpwards toc sharply
1-1  ond bit the ceiling, vhich cost thém the point, John turmed a, repréachiul Jock om her
and sid, "COh Sadie". She wag detexmincd not to make the-same mistoke twice, Wt this
time the scrvice angled downwards and she had to take it again., After vebehing this
‘happen thiree times ruvning Bob could ontain hiaself no langers “Serve from the waist,"
he shouted. "But I zm," answeréd Sadie with asperity.: "Ne you're noh," s2id Bob, "wats
chr how Madcleine does-it." This wpis'the last strew. She darted over to him. “You'll
have to woke your own .supper torr],;_fzfrb,"c she said, tapping hinm svertly or tle hend with
her bat, "Stop!" shoutcd Bob, "You're giving me flai dandruffin X
Sedie returmed to e frey and thig tinme served iw. the approved manner. Jaies dealt
1-2 with it sumparily. "ifit it harder," advised John. 3odie did so; ad it the eriling
1-3 again. “Oh, Sadie," grmomned John, She tumed towsrdn hm, but managed to regtrein her-
self. Slamping her foot, she cried UI wish I were marricd to yop for o mimte,”
Her next sewvice was retumad by Jumes withh much force that it bounced three feet
1-4 off tho Tloor, - '



It wns now my furm to serve erd 2s we were leading I felt wognuninous. I scorved pent-
1y to Sadie. She dorted ferwerd; ceught the shuttle safoly between her bob cad Ler left
hand (we hod decided to waive the 'no~holding' mle for her sz well as George) and slam-

4~2 med 1t dovn wegratefizlly on our side of the court

Puiling myself togethor I served agnin as hard es I could. Joim jueroed for it. The
doors and windows rnttled as he landed three feet awsy, but before he cowld nicy it

-2 Jozes hed lernad over nd negligently slopped the ghutile onto the floor. Thae same thing
6-2 heppened nexf time md Sedie informed Jmmes thet she hated m. The nert Hine Johm wes
a little quiczer. He mamaged to get the edge of his bat under the shuttle bufore James
put it ooy, asd dellected it agiinet the wall, He lunged ot 36 agodin ond it ro--onpeared
relling clorg lne back of a large chzixr et the other end of tho reom. In o Tlogih John
wes on it agiin and bore it triwwmphmtly buack, He sluamed it dovm on our gide of tae
6-3 court,
Tois time I served o cnanon off the piciure cn the side wall and Jehn slic to his
T-3 knees in & vuin effort o reach is. "It's past preying for, Jokn," we gigrled,
3-7 Joln now storted to serve, md in spite of our best efforts he reduced our lead to
7-8 one. it vos now Jzmen's tum. He hag & gosd service too, b he is beet when he is lean-
6-7 ing over the “sble glapping the ghwttle out of the opponent's grasp. Ubds inturioted
Sedis, md once when she hed the shuttle on her bat sae toak time out to tell nia thet
she intended to buy the Stan Freiturg rezoruing of 'I Isughed 4% Your Wedling' oad play
it of M= reception. (She didn't, actuzlly.) Ihis pmmspect so.enchanted hor it she
Yook her eyz off the sthutile und James blew it off with & blast of mir Ffiom 2 furiouslty
fanved bat. John mrled himself at it with o despai ring cry, it it hod reoched the
12-8 floox.
8-12 3zdie wes now to serve agrin, She rolled wp her sleeves and took o fimex sy on her
bat, Jolin unshouldered his braces =nd moved closer to the tabvle. Sedie savved well. md
9-12 we lost this point.
She served again, end Jemes flipped the simttls back over her heod. She duded and
2-13 cmght it deftly, but hit it just out of court. "Oh, Sadie," gudd Johwm, The nexlb gorv-
9-14 icc hit the ceiling, John had 2 besben look, but he g2id nothing.

She served agpin, and I knocked it in John's direction. He slammed it Boek and Jemes
trapped it. Joln leaned as far over the fable £s he conld without actvelly falling over
it, tirashing the eir six inches in front of Janes. James took & terrific rwing ot the
shuttle and it hit John on the face and bounced onto the teble. Jolm yelled yith pain,

10-14but retained enourh presence of mind to knock the still quivering shuttle onta the floor.

Sedle'y Orncl sexvice come towards me. T hit it beck over the net emé Jomm intercepted
it. Ee tumecd to wke for tha sefaty ef the wal), interding to retuwm it ot leieure in
an unployable memes, I seized my chones 2nd John's Lracss, :nd banlec hiu Do to with-
in Joaes's resch, He yelled for Sudic mnd sho rescaed him by smadking my ors, Ve lost

1i-14the poins,
14-11 It voa oy sexvice, md I was detemmined to increase dur lend, Eowever Johm wes cgual-
1y determined thod we shouldn't, He stotionod nimself close to the table ml ng I served
14-13his bt flashed out in my pivth, Tvice the shuttle retmmed ta our side, having trevelled
14-14only cheut six inchos. I served horder still but Join still blocked it, fhis tire though
he stopred my bat with his Dingers. le dropped the bat from his muzbed hend, held his
ond between hia, thighs md hopped 2bout in agony. Iut even this d4idn'i deber wim, He
took up tlie same position egain and I had te viry my serviec.
I decided to give it height at the eoponse o pace, Mma serve to Sidie, Sodie oollected
15-14 & on her bat, btk in dodging back from Jrmes she dropped it. “Ok Sodie,® ecid John,
I next tried to sexve high and koxd, bat I &t the ceiling end our scores vere lovel
15-15 as Jount teck his tumm at secrvice,

John really excelled himgclf snd he =nd Shdic were checd when James tool: over, There
16-19wnas an ~ir of temsion in the awocm. Jumes gritted his teeth cnd svane mightily, e von
19-19the next three ncints on sewvice only.

The gopme wos now in the polonece and the rrotagonists looked erim. Sadie eocught the
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shuttle as it rebounded from the wall, but slie couldn't get back fron the toble

20-19 quickly enough and Jamesg was able to dmock the smttle out of hor grosp. "Oh Sadie,"
gasped John from the floor, where he had flung himself with swch foree ihadk eve1y—
thing in the roon rattled. This is 2 stendord ploy of Jon's—it ig lis hope that
the shuttlecock will land on him and tims be still in play.

The next point could be the finol one, Jrmes mumed 'Orognet' ag he prenared to
serve. We all hmg forward, reajy to spring into action. The smittlocoa: treed in
John's direction and he flung himself towards it. In midoir he stopred, his ams
fleiling wildly and @ leck of consternation on his fice. Then he vwog ealopulted back
to the door, 2gainst which he arrived with a dreadful thud, Hig broces had cavght
on the dvor knob.

21-19 James and I donced in jubilation.

"Oh, Johm!" ssid Sadie.

THE] WALT WILLIS

& couple of years sgo the hewdquartzrs of Ivich Fmdom noved from a xoom ot the back
of the houge which had been so snell as to boulk all our activities (henee enlicé the
banlks 1oem) inte the lerge frat athtic described by Chuck in Trrovghy Doxicest Ireland.
L installed power noints in it with the help of Fob shaw ma a toy mosvor ol (arol's
(the latter to kelp thread caible down under the floorboards ot one ploce and up at an-
other) and ercecicd bockshelves 211 over, After everything was moved wp I lecked rounmd
happily., For the fi rst Hme in ny fumdsh earesr there wes roam for everyiliing. I even
brought up some tooks from dewnsgtzirs to 11 W Soace.

But now things are just ss bag as they were before end there im't. o bigrer man in
the house. The dommsteairs books heve long sinee been moved back agr.in. Clearly, some-
thing vdll heve o go, cnd the correspondance files are by far the bigzest and most
uned ghtly item. Howevor, I find rmyself faoced vith the same problem ag the civil serv—
ant who ogked his superior if ha could destwy the old records, "Certeinly,” =aid his
supcrior, "Praviding ol course you make copies of everything first." Thege files of
mine coniain virtnally every lettor I've received since I saue into i'-‘anE[c'r?z_D?t?idf;g?l G?e:y
reply I sen%, ecven before I sot a typewriter. (The first item of fonnc equipnent I
bouzht vms & tellpoint pan.) It scems to me that such = detwiled dossier ie bormd to
be of sorie historical or pgychiatric interest, if only to me.

I thinz I've sclved the nroblem, to my ovn satigfaction at least, I il ow ap
through thesc files destyoying everything, bat moking notes heve of any lcthers vwhich
might cone eivebly bz of interest to amyone, This wgy you will not only howve the semi-
illicit plessurc of reading someonc elsets mail, bat I will hrwe ready-aade notes for
my Memoirs, should I cver fesl & med urge to write than. Im fact, now I come to think
ol it, so will you. IT anyone wenld like to write my memoirs, just go ahcssd.

{0

In the summer of 1947, in a secemdhmad vockshop in Austin St.; on the Hewtomorda
Rozd, I crme seross the January 1947 issue of Lstounding contzining the fivet nart of
the Padgett serial "Tanorrow & Tomorvow!, This was o terrible shodr to Lpécleine amd
me. Hitherio we had imocently assumed thot the TRE wes all fherc was. The iden that
we hod been missing at leest half of it, including scrials, was inaescribobly shoeok-
ing and at once 'we began searching Belfost for more copies of the US elition. Ve never
found any, but Madeleine camo feross @ copy of VWalter Gillings! promay lmntosy vwith o
letiter in it from somebody exlled James “hite in Belfast. I wiote adding hin to eall,
telling Mim ty woy of bait that I hod quite & few old BRE isstoundings. Fe reolied on

4- 26tk fupvst...o date which we popose in future to celebrate cs Irish Fondem ey,



Dear bpvitlics received your letler this moming md am more ikaon

vleased to hear of another science fiction fon in Bel fozd,
I om interested in Lstoundings mostly md huwve & gnall collection
of them, chiefly wartime Britizh editions....

"Chiofly''t! That memnt he had at lecst one American edition. It mimtt even be Pd ey
1947 vith the second part of "Tomorrow & Tomorvow', lle sugsested a mizht xd wp he ctme.
He was very tell, dark and gently memnered. (He still is, except whien ployirs: thoodmintony
or writing to Chuck Harris.) He had not only a virtuelly camlete file of iEs, Wt dozans
and dozeng of American Editions, He wag the reason we hadn't beeca ghle to 2ind tem in
Belfast,

For the next few montis we rcad each other's books and magazines md coavined our
collecting efforts. By this time, througn the advertisements in Fantasy, we'd made con-
tact vith $,F. Service in Liverpoel and hed included each others veants in our ownn lists.
Later we saw an advertisomemt for a thing called the British Mfmtosgy Iibrery end om 16th
December I sent a stuaped addressed ewvelope for particulars. We still had no ildea tuat
there was any such thing 2 fondai...in foetb there wasn't wver any perticalor peiat in
time at vhdech I beeamc cansciously zwnre of its exstamce....we just thowht this might
open up anctucr wiy to pel copics of the US istoumnging.

The first letter I ever gpt from a fan wag, neatly cnough, duved 1lst Jamory 1948, It
vas 2 biief notie from one Ron Holmua of Liverponl enclosing a wess of duplicated matter
about the BFL. There wes o 'Booklist' ind 'irapper Supyliment! (i ¢} contnining apologies
for the repmoduction mmd the dely in publicabion md the non-sppoorance of the Christ-
mes Carg; eleo a comploint thet helf the mewbers bad failed %o renew theis subscriptions.
I didn't at the tire apprecinte how tyvieol this was. nbother enclosure 1os the BAL
Handbook, which had e potied history of British Fundom in the last Ton yeins....

Turing the tea yeers befoic Wovid Wer IL thove was mmd: nctiviiy
among these interesdied in fontosy fietion,..ws roeall sudy titles
as [OVS TERRLE, SATELDITE, fiNTLST, WEW WORLDS, FIi0 end GLRGCOYLE.

But at the height of keen activity the war called awey ihe cirili-
velasts, many nover to roturng fumegs stmgsled for cdstence, the
fell into a lethargs.

Ve it seuned that the star of fanSagy ws on the wone, o chumion
arose in lichael Rosenblum of Leeds, who fermed the British Iemiosy
Society. Its purnoasec wos to hold together the repidly diminisidng
rernonts of fondem-—~~and it succeeded, ...

The termination of hoslilities foumd things somevhet diffeoxets the
actunl voric of the Socicly was being dome by Bur individuals omly....
Officially the Society wis wound up, but the two remudining cn¥wsicata

combined the Iibraxy and 'chain' inio vhat is now known as the Brl, I

13, perhops, the lost strugding efiort of orgeniscd Bnmtosy dctivity
in this country; cw the Ffirst Lrlck of a new stmcturc.

The two Last Fen were Fon Holmes md Higel Lindsay. Ths list of mombers of e back core-
taired only eight nomes fawilise torpresart-day Fandom——-Hormen Lghiield, RMck Medten,
Charlie Dincombe, E.R,Jomes, ¥.G.Rayer, Filoe Ros:anblum, Ken Slater aad T.3R, Srié-——aond
only sghfield, Slater and reecntly Kousenblun wore to toke 2 prominent pors in din next
seven years. D.R.Suith hod bean of covrse a very imporiant moembec of pre=wvar fondom. The
others hive becn ildly ietive over o very long peried of time, Wt enily 1dildly.
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Aefd LETTER DAY

John bLerry.

I heard the door knoclker rapped softly. 1 opened
it, 'ihe postman stood there, furrowe of perplexity creasing his

forehaad.
You are late, " I griuned, trying to be mocilable.

‘Lats, he nays,” gasped the postuan, screulng up his
evon biagntly. "Looi, ctinter, doea anyone nazed Goon sleary live
hore. L've tried muaber cne of every streot within a six mile
radiva, and I am oa desperate man, "

Coon bleary 7  Goon Bleary 7

.'[i

L s :l.} s b -L ::'.:.’ :‘.(‘] *

The posimap stumrered back o couple oI paces,
tren ks atopped Torward menasiigly. Lo ‘jubbed me in the cheat.

Milater, L'm all in, Do me a favour, and take
thiz letter, £leasn,

s broke Qotvn.
1P LB,

He ¥nolt down and kissed my boots,
TPLEASE+  PLDASE. "

I took it. Dawmnit, I like to think L am

congidarate. I lockad at tho address on thie envelope., 1 saw
sonething Lile this -




I canmot exvluain my feelings, exuctly, but 1 understood why
the average postman is ao cynical, I steamed Open thie onvelope
and found a folded pilece of expensive blue writing paver. I don't
want to illustrate what I found written when I unfolded the
envelops, but it was even nore illegible tiuan the addresas., All
gorts of stranze ideas pagsed through my mind ..., Lel.5 ..., A
comriier ,... counter- intelligence .,,.. it could be anything,

How, by a strange coincidence, I am very friendly ( pgine I
waa vory frieadly j with the members of a nearby Foruﬂdl” Labdr.
atory, 30 I called fo seg therl, I showed the letter to the most’
experienced expert. He winked confidentially.

" I think infra - red treatment will reveal something,
he aaild anowingly. -

I woited for two and a half hours,

The oxpert staggored out of his studio. Hie eyea were
ed 2nd swollen, and he hwd & look of sheer frustrution on his
ACE

‘—h"j
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"Megativo," he pritted. " Absolutely negative. Itve
tried iaf s - red, ulira vieoledl, gamna, commlic, alrha, beta and
sehnmiie ruy.:, with no rogult. liowever, if it is of any help, the
vaternarz of tiw paper depiols a rampunt currant bun, surmounted
cn g Clsh fork, "

sk, I thought, maybe dob Shaw is getting his own

gstatiornary made, You never knx with trese bip name pro - authore,

"However, 1f I might make a sumgestion," continued
the expert, " Go und see Froffessor onltfrupll. LEe in an expert
on ancient languages, Hs ia your only hope,®

I thanked him. He pulled out a hip flusk. L ncdded
undeiristandingly, and departed.

Proffessor Snitfrupgal was working in his etudy, when
his mald led me in. He looked at me over his pince nez, I explained
ry prctlam, and hand2d him the letter,

* Vait outside,® he barked, pulling a rnicroscope
towards hin.

Five hcurs later, I heard o sitrangled cey enit
from the study, L rushoed irx, and saw the PrOfIbSﬂOT trying to
make a2 noeas out of hin tabls lamp fleoz.

““hwt'“ wrent, ¥ " 1 aglked,

"the strain is too much,® he aobhed, I "folt really
gorry for him, hs loocked so pathetic,

Mhy 2" 1 soothed.

"0ull," he branthed, " after vorking out all the
detaila, I carmot unke up my aind vether it i8 g iibstan Fortilit
Ghune, or the long loot Daq"HOPd to open tire tormb of iytanichamen,

' He ban;red his hoad severnl times on his deosk.
tintoed out. I waa getting worried nmyself,

Then 1 remnexbered aboub Doctor Scrollball. ide is a
3
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aroat friend ( waid a great friend ) of my father - in - law. '7
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But, more than that, he is a handwriting expert. When * telephoned
and explained the urgency of my misgion, he invited ne over

immod iately. 1 handed him the letter, and he smiled smugly. “or
some momoents he perused it, and, gradually, he garller cezuberance
began to fads, Bubt he gave me u brave smile, obviously very forced.

"Comg back this afternoon, " he muttered.

As I ¢losed the door, I could hgar him swearing quite
flusntly to himself. '

I arrived back at Doctor Scrollball's house in time
to see a orowd disperse from his front gato. Hevertheless, I knock-
ed lhe front decor, and an old lady appeared.

*] hove an appointment with the doctor,™ I announced.

* You just missed him, young sir," ghe cringed, "He
was token away, you know." She tapped her head significantly.

"Hid he ... did he leave a letter for me ?" 1 asked,

She looked on ths hall atand.

"here is one for g ulster Goon Bleary,® she said,l
graobbed 1t, racsd home, opened it. iy original lettor was inside,
plus o strangs missive from the doctor. I read:-

Dear Lur.3leary, - ,
Vhilst =till struggling to retain an iota of sanity,
I want to let you know that according to my calculations, your
letter reads .., Dear Goon, Ar hatehing a wachine gun riding on
free bayn, signed, kan Flitter. nnate all. I must confess that 1
A0 1Ot seess YADR oo 0B Sl A3 L8 L.

What o funny man, * thought.

There was only one thing left for me to do., ihe
beat brains in Belfast hed been baffled by the mysterlous message.
I'y one hope was to see the man who was, and is, wrespected tho
world over as being one of the greatest brains of our age. Wilth
great revsrence and awe , 1 called to aes hirm,

"What do you maks -of thia, Walt 7" 1 asked,.

ile oxamined tho documents with the attention we have
come to zxpsct.

"Ah, " mused Walt. " Let mc see ... “eur Goon, an
hatehing a machine gun riding on. free baye, signod Kan “litter..
... cha style secms fomiliar ... yes ... oo;o... yes,, 1 have
i+, Literally trpnelated, it says .. Doar John,katch, your
ARUEH will be. ready in three days, signed, Ben Potter .. you
cee, Jchn, ivs guite wimpls roeally ... if you happen to be a
clairvoyant, :

}

3 o matter of courtesy, I felt I had better visit the
mental hospiv

al, and explain the golution to the doctor.

I found the thres of then urpguing about it together.
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| BeMemBeEn MeE

WALT WILLIS

A couple of years ago the hesiquariers of Irish Fandom moved from a man @t the tadc of the
houge into the large front attic deasoribed by Cmick Harris in Through Dexkest Tielmd. I
installed four power pcints in it with the help of Bob Shaw snd a toy motoxr of Carol's

{the latter to help threed csble wnder the flcorbosrds} md erecied toakshelves all over.
Lfter everything vos finally moved up end the floor was found not to e2g notlcesbly I
looked round with satisfaction, for the first time in my life I hed room for overything. I
even brought some hocks up from downstairs to £L11 up emply shelves.

But now things are just as bad as they were befors, aml there im't s bigger roonm in
the house, The downstairs books have lomg dnce been repairisted. Cleerly, comething will
have %o go., .3 the correspondence files ave Yy for the biggest and mogt unsl ghily item,
epert from myssif. These files of mine cotain virtuplly eveyy letter Itve xeccived since
I came inte fundon nearly nine years ago, emd cerbon coples of every letter I wioie, even
vefore L got o fypewriter. {The first item of fanse equipment I over bought vee a ball-
poink pen.) It seama to me that suck a comprehensive dossier ls boumd to e of some hist-
orical or ot least pgychistric interest, if only to me, I hate to destroy it wifhoud at
leest talkdng some notes.

Jence this joumal. I will proceed to go through these old files xuthlescly destroying
everything, tt mking notes here of anything which might conceivably be of intiewmst to
anyane. This wey you will not wnly have the seml~1llicit plessure of reeding soaeone else's
weil, Wt I will have a ready-nade det of notes for oy Menoizs, should I ever be possesssd
with & mad urge to writo them. In fock, now I come to think of i%, m will ywu. If anyone
would like to write my memoirs, Just go 2hesd.

Incidentally, this could be of inberest to cnyeme thinking of writing a histoxy of fan-
dom during the last decade, There were mary things thet hoppened behind the scancs tlab
;’;'em oafidential at the tme md which never did becoms public. I will tell everything
emi 00 .

In the sumer of 1947, ir 8 second-hand bogkehop ir Austin St. in the shwn querier of the
lowrr Nowhowasrds Rood, T cane across the Jepuary 1947 iagie of the US Astounding o ntain.
ing the first part of the Padgett serial "Tomorrow & Tomorrow'. It was & tremendona shocdk
for kiadeleine and me, for hithesto we had imocoertly thought that the British Reprint of
astounding vee nall there vas. The realigation that we had been missing more tha half of
i%, inciuding all the serials, was indescribehly shockdng. Immediately we begma sataching
Selfnat gysteamatically for more US editiona. I even made forgye to provincicl towns by
bigyole. Vs never famd any morve US Asfs, but Madeleine did yon aeross a copy of ‘elter
Gilllings! pronag Fontegy. It hod 2 letter in it from scmebody called Jomes Thite with a
Belinst 2diress, I wrote asking hin to enll, adding Yy wey of bait that I nnd quite a few
old 7IE Astoundinga. He replied am 26th Auguat, & dete now calebrated os Ivish Mndom day:

Dear Mr,Viillis, 1 roceived ypur letter thia morning amd m more thon 9



nlezsed to hear of enother science fictian f2n in Belfast.
I e intevesthed in Lstowadings mostly and hive a2 small ocllection
of then, elefly warhimg Britich cGltions.....

"Chiefly"t! Thot weant ke h2d ab leazt ore dneriean edition. It might crom o fob-
uery 947 with the second pert of "lozo mrow & Tomorrow'. Ve suggeshed 0 night ond up he
come, He turmed cul o be vexy 1all., dosir 2nd ganbly nomersd. (He still ia, arcept vhen
playing ghoodmiaton cr switisg shont Chuds fainds. ) Fe h2d mob only o virhaslly conplete
file of ZiEsz, but dozens and dozces of inerieon editions. Eg vas the yeogon ve Irdnlt
bewn eble %W find ony im Eeifest. He wae the rysiszricvs figare win kad tec I jJust & few
ninutes ogo end boughh then. Ja-eg voxked in the City Centre &d spent iz entire lunch
time ccmbing the second-lend shons,

ar

For the next feow menthn we read throveh each ciher's bogks and magazines and onbined
our collecting efforts. Thronsh the pdvertilscnenta in Fantvry woid reds contoct vidh SF
Service in Liverpocl. We inclulded esch ofien's wailta in cor own lighs ond todt turs to
slere the gjoilg, later ve saw i adverlisenent for someldizz @lied lne British Fentasy
Libraxry, and cr 16th Decenbér 1647 I gent a sharmed adlimessed exwsliope for rortienlara,
be still bad no idea. thit there ves any such thing g 50l ...din et I datt 1enenber
any particvlar pecint in time 2t vhich I beewre oonscicusly Gwere of its eristeice as on
entity. Cértainly I remenbered veguely reeding in the 1930's letiers faom o fellow celled
Tucker and some tulk cbovt storles, ut it never struds me s something cmyone co:ld join
in. “These pcople vere loo fur owoy in sphce end time. ..the astowmdings ond dungzings I was
reading than were nevstond returma shipred over as bellast, appesring in Weolworthnls in
tattered junbles many wonthg luter, And though . they were orly 3d such I could never luy
o of then, even living on chocolatz snd walking hane frca school., ¥Feo, ¢l ve were
interested in at the time and for o long while to come, was getting morc copies of the
ancricoyn ssotornding, : B ‘

The firgt lotler I over got from & fan was dzted, neatly enough, lst Jamery 1029, I
vog 2 brief scribble from one-Ron Holmes of Liverpcol, encloszing a mess of daplicated
matter, fhere vas a 'Pocklist! and o 'Wrepper Suppliment! (sic) containing spologics for
the reprodnetion and for the delsy in publicabion end for the non-sppesralce of the Christe
g Coxd: =and. g compleipbtbed half the memvers Had foiled to ramey their subgemiption, at
the time I cidn't rprreeidtp how conpletely typical this wos. Another mnclosure was the
BFL Eenihocl, which hod:a pdtted higtery of, Iritish Fandom oMb et

‘Daring the ten years before Wordd Tor IT-there wos rmch activily
oy hoss inperected in fnthey fiction.;.ve recall such titles
s NOVL TERAES,. SATRLITUE, MPSUST, MW TORLDS, FIIO ard GLRICTIE.

b ob fhe height-of koo fetivity the nexr. ¢2lled awey the alins—
iagts, many never to retpm; fondom gtmiggled Br exdsveance, Ltlen o1l -
into & leiborsy. : : '

vhen it seemed that the sted of fonmtosy wag enn the vare,-a chaipileon
aroae in iiclnel Hosonblum of Leeds, who formed the RBritish Fantogy

- Soeiety, Its pursoge wvas te Yiold Sogether dhe repidly dirimishing
raments of, fandone——onrd i1 srccecéed, )

The temdnstion of hostilities faund things somevhat diffezert; the
ccwel ik of the Sociohy wos being dane by faur individunls onlye..
Officially the Sccicty wrs woand upy tot the twe rempiming ewilwsiosts

coi:bined the Iibrexy ond Yehein'! into whot is now kmown as ihe BIL.
1 1o, perhupay e last strugsling effcrt of orgniced Fentowy sctivity
in this eountry; or the firet brick of a mew stmuciure.

) .
these tw Last Fen vere Bon Holpss and Nigel lindsey. The roster of BFL menbers comtoined
L < wive 5 S - N a2 T o %y J .
CILY NS nmes ¥nowm to present-dty dendom~—Nomen Lghfield, Rick Talton, Chaelis D~
conbe, ERedwmes, WG.Rayer, Yike Rosenbiua, Ken Slater and D, R, Swith—and of theae only

A :


sjpa.ee

new nember Ken Slater was %o play a really important pert in the rerivel of British
Fandon. In foot he might almost be s2id to have revivel Baitigh Fandom ginglehrunded, His
OPERATION FANTLST, the first issue of wilch appeared in Septeamber 1947, ves tho first
British fenzine to mppear for zlmoet a year,

I got my own copy at about the same time 2s the Booklist: I can't remember whatoer it
arrived seperately or with the BFL mailing., It consisted of tem dnpliccted guorto vaged
conteining cn aymownmment on the lines of a military "Operctional Ordex" about OF and
its edus ("To encourrge ond promote grezter intorest mnd emtlusiamm in sf.,.io complete
o filos of migpzines vith missing issues"..), extrecis from corrsspondence between Kig
énd Oomell about the irordinate dulsy in the publiction of New Worlds, =n irvitztion
for egrestions for new sources of power (this wao tho time of tihc fuel criscs), veports
of flyinz spucers, infomation abouwt US sf neoy, news itans and ads, I rerily dan't re-
nacber thet I aetuelly thought about it at the *ime; probadly I just accenbod it, heving
ne gtendord of compirisom, dnywoy thiz mon hed negowines I wanbed; obviously I showld
ty to get into his socd bocis. I wreis ny firet fen lettexrs..

T ~ a4 itos = .
ey Be.sowon, Tou hovren't heard fiom me before ag I om Just & newr nenber

of the B¥L....I recaived Operniicn Imnirgt No.l orly & fow doye odp wad
is wiy I'm 5o lobe i replyiny to it. However wry I cay that T foumd 3t very
interesting indeed~—I houe srou vill be turaing out Nwrther issues.
1 bave bemn reading geiencs fiction ryself since £bout 153d....
I went on %o Gk him for the '46 & 147 4sfu he'd oiveriised Tor acle ond Finished up by
throwing in & quote from Wirelesas Vorld nbont elsctronics and space flight vwideh I toought
he might e intercated in, ond & request to bo told if he knew of cuy other frns in Belfbotb.

I zot a2 usiness~like reply duted 5rd Jarmary mostly about the s he was gending, ap-
ologising for not being oble to write more ot present, =nd adiing thet ke didn't knew of
Aoy other fong in Belfast., Since he'd just st a1 wisolicited cory of OF to Jamog $hite,
iy opinton of the efficiengy of his orgenisstjion sark o little. However T thamked him
gincerely for tiie megs he'd sent, old him the ptory Conklin vas odoing about in the pre-
fooe to hiz Best Of SF wes Toine's White Lily, and sent him a longer irmb Tdst,

Tieve ddan't seem fo be mything more ta do. Ror the next Ffew mowths I poaced up and
down on the fringes of fandom, restering Kem and SF Service for the ags I wnted, con-
paring notes viih Jimes end micing out checklists with Iistie squéxes for oich isme wo
that T oould hove the lustfal pledgure of filling them up vhen I got tle mosozines. Jemes,
who hhe en orderly mind, went even further. He kept o book listing the stories, authors
and cover sriista of every Astownidng he'd got, md lmow the lot off iy honxt. Ve still
bzd no partiedlar desire to write to other fops, wiless it could help us Ml the gape in
our collections, If this seems vnkoalthy, Temember that we wens giemvet far of, For years
we'd been subzisting on the mepsre Ltlag certerly reorint. fe'd try to xe2d tham slowly,
cowmwing the nages left,or eave than wn for o spoelal treat, and then rend {hem azain and
cpadn, these dmeriern ciitlony were 2 glimpse of pezediss for us, ond e ed suecwbed to
collecting marie in the worst posd ble vy, &nd relie alloweness for the foot Gt vivt
little we'd seen of fanden....ané indecd <hat frndom there vng ab the tine, for our kind
of fendom wasa't really in existence dhm...hrd little appesl for ug, Ve ddntts feel our-
selves a part of il, my more thm we identified ourselves with the denlers we wrote to,

The Dceember OF, Wo.2, come out towards the mnd of Jemary. s well os sone fon fictiow,
a poedl oy Reyor md moue ertieles with mither morve merit, it corried i 2diicnses of
some Americon fomg, I winte to oo Panl Doerr, vho wonted te treds US for Reilish nnss,
ena te  Iovid KacImes, who offercd free copl.es of hia famzine Necraimeor ond who I
thought right %o interest«d in trading foo. 4Also in the issue vos 2 revort W IFS on a
vigit ha'd medo to londons he had met ¥en Chzpman, Ted Carnell, Valier G4illings, Cherlia
Aecnve, Fric VAllioms, Fred Rrovm and others, and discussed among cther thngs & poss—

I



ible roevivel of the Zvitidh Faviosy Scciebty ~mumd come pert of ,oruo:n orsuligosian, He
evicendy hedn't got wodh encoursgement. . :

Cn 25th Juxuerr, XFS sent out & circular vith the news tiod he was  being ras:i:er‘:
overseng, tut tiett OF vould continue operating ¥ th the help of o kiss Jopce Tebgle, the
Sivl he'd ledt belind him, There was elso a news itezs Ron Jolmes was going in‘e hospitol.

This Jeft Britaln without & gingls zetive fon. (Toeapt ,_,P‘l’”"‘“b for I\Ti' J Tizdsty,y vwdho
rag uill carrFing on tze work of the WL Chain ._-,gr-.;mr: scogae vith quics cf_fiu o mre)
hovewer LIS gocn qamocaztrated that mers exile to Germony ouuldi't remove hinm foom ine
fen soere. dpothcy OF daly aproored in Mirch. There ves 2 letier fion onc Janes Gurinm
bitterly Uesmomning the lossitude of e Umoe*_--:l“n of iz WL, aad = c:ml,lc:ﬂs:;.uo::—r cne
i’fror Fred B*mm explaining patienily Het e Tondon fang ("he LONLOT if
pugt nove e wome for us,”) €id MOT vent to fom o cud. Phia wma the fimes reund in o
long leng ._b‘fuf*,:,'tea

kore dmportmt to me than OF, o xmed cud; wes ong of its
igene of Hommn Lzhfieldls 4l gpiicabel foo
togeuher in the top lefthord et staried ms o
er, oy Iitdclaine held iR [y o, coid do belice
though’s moybe I calld, I hepe 1.“1 £ T et Yeormsnts feslings, 8
suclr & eantenpt fox dlavtic, it wep roiher thet it vwos morve our sced o:-".' 1'.10‘.:..-
been, CF had nad nsus i‘tm:a izl c:- » wogezive stuffy 4
Just comw ‘c,nts tnd ¢ _,m:—‘-":z,, e Ll i o3 g wes oxly tha c\,conc.
SeU, “rcL 1 node m2 reatige that there (sl iale c}.aa;ed ~"103o (I wp of cc‘*'*'ac o by

()

ing

g wiew b el e profensionnlly printed tnd, I whoughd,
ff‘s“i’:\l‘:ll:.' irivten, G'llim g Naver 3.11 veret ry leltos mu l‘_'l.s ecntza v weze all
sirenge ntaeet I essimed thoy were 2ll eugust literory fisures, vherers of course they
Ters 8¢ ’mw,hy posdonyms for ordivary fong, )

H»

o 2 lotter of coumment, in which T m da ny Pirmt joke in Ladorr, I notiec
tbaas ﬂ ing utensils hare been 1encried fran Italy: I wondey whot they'ye scoine in the
Pleias of Lcu.ba:rey?" ‘I‘hm vag & rrevty snd jeke, b‘{’.o no vorse then the crﬂf“ 1:_~-"' Lgans
cf onw ﬁ:zs vhich I ntucl 1y ofme vp with. I £inally god a friend in the oY
it out for me, ond i‘c v.rozkeé. out to tharez closely wped pages of fooclecap, i:
wiica T now roeosmiss as that of & coluon, It siaTicd 0Ff.....

FILGRIN' S PRCGTERS

77 eek In the bad old durs when Loimov wes Just 2 neme in Fxias Tocks
exd Ven Vog lh.d not yes found his vocziian, 8l en sathor necdod wis an
Tceo, and tha meore ‘“'*.n‘tat-*:*c the Yeiter aa loe 2s be destroyed o Jow
rdliior psople or o wnivarss ¢ o cad mode p-'mvih:.:’z,, cone all adat

in e exd Y "C.r:;‘," g DieTs %o lzemi‘:’ae 2 cidn'd even howve to wery acout
E't::?l&c .L-S _;_Q_,_ uClan-’a, i'a h o 17 (:;'1:*1“"‘1
oelly o noewitly te v-\,._,e alin g0, KR ""nrv_,_w“ J"WUL i
Lorens couiG cewenicrily gds, _-’.'luttemrl 2 dno Hhougd
mppesst to wderstand i, Thda ves kmowm og dhe c:";u
geimoe fiabtisn.

o<l

-

S0 mensicn ¥hienstate o coilg ncuta~
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2d conuimed ilme for 2lnest o nagce ol e 2 1 o*;"c—“ m:u'“u" e iﬁcﬂ;zs: o corment and fnews'.
One, flC—-Cm.t; SILES SRITS 500D CIVTISE £ HIBTIPRREE 2ol rkeny Syisea o ked
C-CLOI‘CJ__'I\_‘ 1o 4_1.(-‘,- nress Jgﬁm\d £l AL U'B;""‘S ,Jr*aeq34n uﬂrﬂ‘.r}" fc,:" % Ler o -'_C_...vﬂ.cﬁ" This
svze "“.'“t-s, w10 s eontimmally Leing reocried oo pelag £bont K5 gn. To Mo axtredh g

Lonk for il rertins of o wX, uns b mike 2 batad 'Jut SECAMIE &7 -7—'1 x

iong, Yhort wta alee a dig ai Mithard md a littie arbicle shout "—-o‘_:tialdin;’,fg Troed on =

o aEVarnte o wbind M1 tEY ey el T80l o0 OF AsTd Do Gly arny of Slis otndY over stw priat,



Feavhile the &pril 1948 Booklist unexpectedly came out, Ron iolmes hewing been ds-
cherged from hospital, It mentioned that one Tony Young would be anclocirg & ginoet vith
the next mailing, With excessive delicacy I wrete to hin that I'd memt to do the gane
and wiould he likeme to hold mine up so 29 nobd to queer his pitch. He replied aenmibly
"The more the nerrier’’, so wo vient on with our plans.

Iy now 1'd had replises fron Doerr @nd Meclmmes, Nedther wes particnlerly caatiy, ab
Doerr stgcestsd I join the NIFF and MacImes {(whe ot that tire bad the superbly science-
fietiorel addrsss of "inrg Estates, Bl 4imore") sent me & copy of Necrasencer, tie third
fenzine I'G geen, T still heve it, because for same time I filed any ™hz I reccived aleng
with ry corrsspendence, bub I den't recall that I was parbiconlorly dmpressed. It was very
rmach e seience fistion fenwne, which wes 21l right ty re 2t the time, b it was nostly
about dnerican sf which 1'd never geen, 411 I was intereated in wee LSF. Dven tae fansine
wo plonped to put out wes privarily intended to increase our net Hr wolling I the
Yack iscues we wented,

When I'd got the dreft fyoed wp I made enmuiries @a bo bow amch it would cosk to have
it professionclly dupiiested. Then heprojiect wig quielly abmdored. Unwil one afSernoon
a week or =0 lnter I hegpened to coll.om o £vf nd who worked dn o chemisdls alop. I want
up *to the attiec to halp hin mrs cub the jyri vhile ve wore taliing, oxd I cons 2cross
g odd 1oning netel box fesoorsd with lacsm, T4 ens o Xittle suinting vress the boss
hed bought 2ges ago to mn off billhends, ced tien dumped in the witlc md foupital. 1
borrowed it ond emsgied it out wndsy iy eont, aleng vith o composing o¥fde exd <ll the
type we cculd Sfind, ‘There proved o bo cmovgh anly to sob wp £f lines,- et I wonted to
see if the mechine worked before [ tought ony more, =o I sent ey the mller & the
mekers (Adme Ltd,) to be recovered.

While we werc veiting, OF No.4 come out, doted June 1948, closcly followed by the July
1948 EFL Booklist. This wos an Bmerzengy Iesue, leading off with the following oditordal:

Sinece the conception of the Librmxy I hove stxugzled sgeinst odvorse
circumstonces, blow after blow lns rocked me, urneasloyment, illness ond
rany othzr misfortuwnes, the latest of which——I nsed nob give deiedls—
teg £inclly broken up ny existamce, I an almost on the veige ol o neivcus
breskdovn, and I look to the members to retum, in wlat mensure g wn,
the thirty odd hours per weds I have larished upon flem duriny Qe lash
thrse yesrg, Primerily, I need your co-operation ia having =11 itwus
borrowod retumed to me Wy sugust lat. I nesd somsone fo Wi over the
Libmay tomporerily wntil I aw on ny fsot agein. T necd mongy md mouest
hnt those intercsted in the items I have for sale Tespond gquickzly. To
thoge vho hewe the powers con you zet me o decant job, raywdican?

I vrote hin o sympathetic letter, ot I'm afreid thet, wltuze-like, I ws roally more
interosted in the hsfs he had for s2le; rob tnt I gob ony of thow, Bon Tolnes ves never
heard from agmin. ' -

Thia Bocxlict aleo carmded a sceond reference o the BSL Dizectoxy of Anzlo-fondom, &
rysteriens Hecrovomicon-lilin docunent which hal a mrious hiztery. The nrevicus Bosklist
hed endd 1t wes now wailavls, This ore fermdl Iy bladklisted one Thomts 1ncDendld. of
ge‘ﬁiﬂﬁ’ wo had Upromised to swrirt 4t but hod not sotumed the maloriel or cnswered our

ctters’,

Round nbeut this tine there arrived "Phitconzine, 2 report of an infewrdl omo-dny Con-
venhien held in the White Horse on 15th lay. 1948. It whe in this T Jivpt sfw iite nane of
& Vincent Cloake, He kod o long, serious ana comprdhensive report of the aiffaiy, which
hed epporently boen attended by some 50 or &0 foma, 2lmost ell frem the Iowion ares, It
n2d becn orgmised by one John Newwon, and the platform perty wes Welt Gillings (Cheirmer),




&e Bortrem Chondler, Ken Chopmen, Ted Garnell, Jolm Fewman & Arthur C,Ciadie. Lttemdees ine
cluded Bill Temple, Depime Bradley (laoter to become Doplme Buamaster), Smdy Smndfield,
Ted. Punb end Xen Joknson from the Noxth,

The Whitoonzine included also’ on axticle by Ted Tubb ealled V"The Nesd For Orgerisstion',
in vhich he ~ppealed to the yowger fans to show wint ey ccdd do. Ken Siouer nnd been
presat at the Vhiteon onty in pirid, having gent slong £2 for drirrs, v a 1lst sugust
he igsucd 2 droilar headed "The Wime Hog Core' in vhich he put formmnd o postds for 2

ational £ orgemisstion. There wenld be & sexrics of levaly, Trom single forg through
toma or amu grouns, county repregentatives, reglonal represeratbives cte.; cwainating
in o Commall. BEsch £ would rogister his sbilitics and resouxces € th tlo nesd hishae
foraetion mé orders from the Cowmeil would he trensmitted o binm throwh tidg clein. (A1
it necdsd vos & wniform snd a Fieldmarshel,) Ken himzelf didn't van’ o be more thm &
fairly active merber. \ : .

Earal

I wrote offeriug to haly, ut suggesting that if the chain of command broks domm tho
ronie end file fang would be left in the air and that it wuld be simpler to hiwe comrun-
ications ispue direct from the Councilto avaryonv -than have gtemells cut all over the
country. On 15%h Sepbember KFS issued another circular soying that suflicleni anthuaicsts
hed oome forverd to fom at lesst the micleus of & Society. There would Lo o Jonfercice
i London om 26%: Scptember end an opant mooting ot the Wonite Horse cu Oth Qotoler,

secnvhile our reller had come teck end we'd tested the machire, It printed. I hxkin't
rmch foith in 4dma so I tock down & couple of letters from our little mwmply of Hype
to = printer's supply house in Telfogt end ordered helf a font of the zmue. vhen it arr-
ived 1t wag nothing like the stafl we had, being 2 very bold condensed bype, but we fig-
urel it would be stronger. armnwy v vere too kean to get startad to heove oy more delay.
we had get wo aboub hali a page when the 'i's gave ount, I meviordsd the adifeorial to reduce
the incddence of 'itg~—this weas to become stendord practice——-lul that oiill gave ug only
2 Tew eytro lines. Here it woo thet Jomes leapt into the breesch Yy volusiteerinz to do
vocdsutc to fill up the page. &ll we know ebout woodeuba ves thet you got tien by cutting
woed, i Jrnes set W determinedly vith piywod md o razor blade and produced results
thet we thought wers wonderful. Thisg wos the ciigin of Jamea! Iamous wod oxd linoanis,
viiich were the most remmaicnble phampnena in the kdstory of foun art, e did o grmbolic
cover shoviug o spaceship @03 &n open book (2 more polished versionm of whica T rtill use
on my poah iotepmier), vwhich neardy led to cur first editorial orgument. He hed bean to
izmenge paius to enave out a border for the piectuve; I thought it looked more tasteful
vithout it mnd persusded hin to chop it off, I '8 backed by Dhcke Herrity, & friend of
mine who weg wildly interested in sf and vho'd come in en the fanzine pivjech, Zefore the
fivgt issue tag camnleted he moved to Engiad mnd we eventually logh toadh with hinm,

Cn 20th Scpiember I wrote to John Gurm in Nottinghem, who KFS had told o hnd token
over the BEL, to say thnt we were producing & fanzine md could he let us lmow liis noxt
m2ilivg dote. He roplicd on the 23xd that ke wes sending out 'an enersencr fesue next week,
and e deadline for the follewing one would be 15th Getober, By 1iih Ostover Slant i was
ready end Rum still hadn't gent out his emergency iemue, I wrote to hin adiing if Slant
covlé go out with it. Fe ignorsd my letter ond distriluted his auergeacy boaikdlist 20th
October. I wrote to him the day I got it adcing for his next mailing date and offering
To pey part of the neiling costs. He igpored fids too and sent out arpiier Booldist on
the 9ih Wovenber. I wrote to hinr mgnir more in sorcow thon in anger, offerizyy te send out
the next nalling for hin. We would heove sent out Siant on our owm, arcent thnt we didn't
bove miy ad.resses., The kuergengy Bocklist had onrounced, vith cpoiogies to lincDonald,
that the BFL Dircetory of <mglofendon wes 3 splendid job mnd now in cizouloiion, oud oopies
could be obiained from the Fditor., Rut neither money nor emtretties could produce anything
from Gum it booklists. p -



So by the time Christmas was near we had been sitting on our Pirst fanzine for cvexr
two frustrating months, and cur first creative pride had cooled to misgivings, Viewed dis-
passionztely, it wasn't rmch to look at...three folded foolscap sheets, sadile-zbitched %o
make a twelve page magazine...snd there weren't any big nemes in the combributors. In feet
there weren't any names at all, since there werentt any contributors. ds well. asz the edit-
orial (in which it was mentioned thet the name of the magazine hzd been crosen by sticking
a pin in the dictionary and choosing the seoond word thus impeled-—the firgt hed been
"pamphrey”, a kind of cabbege), I had written two colums, & story which ws pretty poor
as o story ut vhich confoined a gimnick which still hasn't been waed by myone slse and
still seens pretty good to ms, & little article called "Telekinesia end Putbersd Toast!
which vas supposed o be deadpen furmy and two bits of satirical verse written cxpressly
to fill up spaces of & ecertain size. ifter all these years I can at last (T thivik) look at
it quiic objectively, and on the whole I aippose it wasn't B4 for two inemeriaiced neo-
fen, considering the stendords of fandom at the time. It suffered from 2 certain lack of
intimzcy as well as naivete, tut then we didn't know any of the pe ple we were sending it
too,.etmd in any case printing is an inhibiting mediwm for spontaneity, when you are sett-
ing the fype yourgelif. ' ¢

In any ecose, vhaigver our private doubts,..md we never expresse? than to each ofher.,.
the thing represented such a colossal expenditure of time end trouble that we hed ; on
beliering-in it. The thought thet we'd wested seme 100 hours of backbresking toil wasg too
horrible to contemplate. 5o we cambimued wesk afinr week nd zonth after month impatiently
watching he post and thinking hord thoushis sbout John Gunn.

On Christmas Dzy a parcel and a lebter armived. fhe parcel contained newrly 200 oopies
of the December Jocklst—-two guarto shects stariing off: "Hi Members! liere's Tocrclist
once egain, with ny very best visihes for a ierry Xues and a Eorpy Nar Yeor,. ... Valter
W1lis md his gng inw Zelibgt sre & stributing Socklist this month e tint they oon din-
clude their o production of & fon meg...," We thoudt mefully it wda 3 bad ghort for
Slant thet ne shonld get the blame for holding vp the Bouklist 1) efter Chriesthns. The
letter said; "Herwith the new edition of Boaklist, whica has just arrived wraind; and I -
am bundling it off to you rightewey.! There wis 2lso more about thet uysberioug o aumenk, . .

"I am also enclosing the anly copy of the Directozry of inglo-Frndom
in existence, =0 please don't lose it."

Therc yos neither stamps nor monegy w@iclosed, and indeed ve never &id get any reconmpanse
for the cosi of the mailing, but it didn't matter anyway because there wos no pepiel cwll-
ection uniil after Boxing Day. We spent most of the intervening time writing addressea and
stideing wrappers for sbout 150 people--—the 49 noted as fully paid-up members of the BFL
plus 101 others chosen more or less at random—and on 27th Decamber, 1943, the frst fan-
zine &er published in Ireland was relessed om @ unsuspecting fandom. £To be continmed)

VABBERIQCKY

'Twag con-time and the heppy slkook
Did sell their fanzineg in the wabe:
All mimgy were the neofsna

&nd the B¥Fs ouigrebe.

“Beware the ¥3F, ny son!

The dues that bite, but don't go far!
Sevare that Toolston monm, and shun
The fruniows G.1, Carr!®

He ook his mimeo in hands

Lomg time the manxome fos he sought—
So rested he on & fyper ey,

and stood awhile in thoughi,

ind, as he stood there, gimply boxed,

The G.lL.Carr, with eyes of {leme,

Came whiffling through the fannish orde
£nd mckstered ag it conet

One, two! One, two! ind through end through
Elevator doors went sricdier—smadk!

He left it dead, and with itz hend

He went gulumphing back,

- "&nd bast T slain deme 6,3, Carr?!

They chortled in their joy.
"Oh frebjous day! Calloo! Calley!
Write us & conreport, ny boy.' -
~ferry Carr 15



anywey Specr usually soys most of the things I wanbed to ssy, and for vbeter. There are
though 2 eouple of pointy on.viich I hoppen to huve special kuovldedge. T3P, Fox instance,
1t io not tiue that I resigned as ThFF admiristrater to carry on & cmusode: 1% vaa Decanse
I hadn't.eny longer the time for i%, ncr the inclirnation for endless ergunent witl people
vho did nothing for TiFF tut mtber. benrind my back that Willis bad & nexve to sqy theiv
friends weren't fens. I odmit I believe that (1) There has to be some verifiabie definition
of a fen for TAFF purposes to prevent 2buses. (2)There's no point in sending a person across
the Atlentic to meet people he isntt intercsted in and who are not interested in lin (a0
point from our point of view thot is—loks of po ple would like a free trip}, and nobody
vill subscribe for euch .o woaste. (3)ihe only way fans get to know one another fcross the
Ltlantie is throvgh fanzines. (4) Therefore proof of participktion in finz fendem siould be
the eriterion for TLFF eligibility. I freely adeit that many people who never sez o iz
from one Latour Dey to enother are very fine fellows smd fully entitdad to crdl thenselves
foms, 411 I say is thot if they've hever in their whole lives felt enough intevest in fon-
dom of large outside their own cirele of personal.friends fo write & 4 ngle lotier of comm-
ent %0 o funzine, then they're rot gualified %o represent fondom-at-lorge or Lo sty vho
should. It's cpen to them to contritmte money of course, 2s to any good cause, but if
they're honest they shonldn't wnt to vote on a representative of fandom bectuse they know
they're not in a vosition to juigs: S

-However, 2d4.I.say, “I'n not ciusading for this point of view. I pat both o thc londing
British fans in my letter of resignotion, and it seema bo howe been genertlly vgrecd that
the criterlen for European Tafl ¢lictions should be porticipotion in fuz foepdon to the min-
inum of one putlished letter of comnent. Fhe-prdeedure in fmevies is a maticr for Jon Ford
and Americon fepdom and I dan't propose to- intexvene,sutept o5 now when I've veen personally
ettacked. !

: o _ The cther mubior wos @IC's essertion thed nbstinence
e . e from sex as a cvhstituie for canirrception worked in
C O M E o B A C K, Southern Jrelond. £11 I can gugzest is thob she come

and have o look at Southern Izeland: Dat she'd hetter

' ot . s 5 i bear at ti smerd rate of cuiccoiion the
REDD: BOCES [atny (e et =iossis ber

Since Joom Young wos lkind emough to dedicate o me
the pages of SUNDAICE dealing with wicyeles, 1 suppose
it's up to me o' ‘comment on Vernon MeCain's fagcinating article on belrlf of the fuxopemn
Wy Of Dife, It is not true, however, that the bicycle here is "the sfmdnrd mode of trons-
portation for the avernge citizen"., It is 2s for as most yawmg people are coicerned outside
the upner classes, but when you get over 30 or so you tend to fzll back wearily ¢nto public
tramgport, At lesgt thatls the woy it wes with me, especially aftexr I hod done gome motor-
ing, I huve o good bike, light-2lloy fréme, Grop hendlebars, 4-speed genr ond vhoinot, but
I seliom use it nowadaye., But habituel cyelists do cyelo from tovm to towm, conizaxry to
what Vemon thinks, You con ses them riding out of Belfast in hordes on Sabiondny aftemoons.
iadeleine and I vsed to go on trips and tours gnite regilarly amd we figured on epveraging
50 miles n doy, at an werage spead of about 12 mph, It*ve known people who bituvlly cycle
down to Iublin and bacdk for the weéakend, and thetta 210 miles altogetiher. The moszt I've ever
done myself was Jalwey-ithlone-Dublin-Belfest in 3 days, which is abonut 280 adles. 1'd sta
e off some two weels ago with the idea of going right round Ireland on 5/- o doy, 211 found.
(sbout 75£.) it that time you could ok bed snd brealkfast for ag litile es 3/6 4o 5/-, I
kept witlin my budget round the ccssls of antrim, Deryy, Domegel @nd Sligo, ond then T began
to suffer from pains in oy stoswch. On ithe xosd to Dellins, Co,Hayo, I eventully diagnosed
them 2s the gymotoms of storvition, and sturted %o ent mid~day meels. So Ly ithe tine I gov
to Galwey I weg manoing stiort of megey ond hidd to mrzy home,

Is the pressure to conforaity resdly so givoag $x the States that you ean't oven ride 2
bicycle? iy Chod, g

I have o trperecorder now, if tayons's intercsted. ay size of recl, sitver 7. or 5.4
Charles Wells should have called his mag WELLS FARKRAGD, just cs Lee Quima shouldihave ecalled
his Herlequinade, , 0t :
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